
Office of Research, Revised 09/08/2021 Dual Use Research of Concern (DURC) Institutional Review Process

Dual Use Research of Concern (DURC): “Life sciences research that, based on current understanding, can be reasonably 
anticipated to provide knowledge, information, products, or technologies that could be directly misapplied to pose a  
significant threat with broad potential consequences to public health and safety, agricultural crops and other plants,  
animals, the environment, material or national security.”

Refer to the 15 select agents subject to DURC policy and seven regulated activites.

Dual Use Research of 
Concern (DURC)
Institutional Review Process

Office of Research

Office of Research Compliance
1960 Kenny Road, Columbus, OH 43210-1016

Does research involve 
nonattenuated strain of 
one or more of 15 listed  

select agents?

Yes

No               Not DURC

Does research involve or
produce one or more of 

seven regulated activities 
or outcomes?

No               

Not DURC
(ICDUR/IRE Review to cofirm) No NIH 

notifiction needed, can proceed
Note: PI required to update IRE of 

any changes to activities that might 
be regulated

Yes

IRE review
to determine if DURC

No               
Not DURC

Notify NIH within 30 days that work 
does not qualify as DURC, can  

proceed with research

Yes

Notify NIH within 30 days and  
develop Risk Mitigation Plan  

within 90 days 
Note: Research cannot  
proceed until approved  

Risk Mitigation Plan in place

Change in status of
research?

Yes

Notify NIH or USG funding 
agency within 30 days of any 

changes in status (e.g., no
longer DURC)

https://research.osu.edu/dual-use-research-concern



